SACRAMENTO, C 


Henry Anderson, CFL 
Box 1173 
Berkeley, Calif. 


Dates to remenber?: 

Sunday, May 22 = A trip to Delano is planned for all interested parties. 
Call 1575123. 

Tuesday, June ll = Ed Milgren, integrated housing authority, will be 
speaking in Sacramento about Sacramento housing possibilities. 

Thursday, June 23 = General meeting of Sacramento Friends of Farm Labor 
at Our Lady of Guadelupe Church, 9th and T. Street. 


THE BRACIERO STORY 

Throughout the 100 year history of farm labor exploitation in 
California, the growers have followed one flexible technique to keep 
labor costs down, and productivity up, By bringing in successive 
minority groups, exploiting them until the advantages of exploitation 
have been exhausted, and then expelling them before organizing, struce 
turing or protest for better living conditions can get under way, 
California growers have expended the vitality of Indians, Chinese, 
Japanese, Southern Negroes, poor whites, Filipinos and the Mexican 
Nationals, (braceros), 

Around the turn of the century, the first Mexican laborers 
migrated to this country to escape the political turbalance and povery 
in Mexico, and in the hope of accumulating wealth and security in Cal~ 
ifornia, Between 1900 and 192 the traffic of illegal Mexicans (wetbacks) 
spread heavily into the croviivd towns and the slums of twenty-five major 
cities. This growing labor force was possible because of the concentration 
of poverty stricken workers just south of the borders the facilities to 
enter and remain in the United States for the duration of the jobs the 
offer of employment by American farmers; indifferent public opinions 
and the absence of criminal penalties for people who entered the country 
illegally. 

In 1942, the illegal immigration by drift of Mexicans to the 
United “tates becam an informally managed imigration. The government 
of the United States and Mexico worked out informal understandings to 
deliver Mexican workers "on time, or location and in sufficient numbers" 
to fill the need for manpower that had left the fields in order to fight 
World War II4 

Between 19,2 and 1951 this informal agreement vas consolidated into 
a written agreement that provided a base Public Law 78, This act of 1951 
destroyed all chances for domestic workers to make a living in agriculture. 
It provided that the Secretary of Labor could recruit workers to establish 
and operate reception centers, provide transportation, finance subsis« 
tence and medical care in transit, assist workers and employers in ne= 
gotiating contracts snd guarantee the performance by employers of such 
contracts, 

The contracts could not be permitted unless the Secretary certified 
that domestic workers were not available, that the wages and working 
conditions of such workers would not be adversely affected by the braceros, 
and that growers had tried to enlist domestic workers. Braceros could 
elect their own representatives and spokesmen, Braceros could not be 
used as strike breakers, workers could get transportation and subsistence 
to work free of charge. In addition the Department of Labor was to 
determine labor shortages, certify the need for braceros, establish house 
ing standards, make wage surveys and investigate and resolve greivances, 

The bracero agreements of 1951 were professionally enacted to meet 
the need for manpower in the United States in times of crisis, However, 


Public Law 78 lasted until May 1963. This was the case because the 
requirement of Public Law 78 that "the contracting of aliens would 
have no adverse effects on the conditions of employment of domestic 
workers" was simply not enforesd by the ZCVemmeaet because of the 
tremenduous pressures exerted by the growers, Growers pushed a masséve 
ive propaganda campaign concerning the munppwer shortage in farn 
labor and in fact, engaged 1n a variety of intimidating practices 
in addition to the paying cof subsistence wages which discouraged 
domestic workers, Thus, t'1rough the responsiveness of government 
officials in the Departmet of Labor and Califormia state agencies 
and the growers efforts to discourage domestic workers, a farm labor 
crisis was stimulated ani Public Law 78 way extended year after year. 
With the demise of Public Law 78, the »raceros program came to 
an official end. But growers have not ceased in their efforts to 
block the demands of domestic labor, In 1965, growers pressured 
Secretary Wirtz into certifying a need for 1¢,000 braceros to work 
in the tomato fields under Public Law ii), wh’.ch provides that any 
industry, not only agriculture, may import workers in case of scare 
city. Thus growers will continue to block unioniging attempts and 
demands for higher wages as long as the bracero can be used when 
domestic labor demards arise. 


